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ToNs of fuN, leaRNiNg aT ToRah TRek ReTReaT 
by Robyn Novick, education Director

It was a beautiful april day at Camp Wise. The sun was shining, the birds were chirping 
and there was lovely song from the Bonim and magshimim (grades 3-7) children attending 
the Torah Trek retreat. The day began with an artful tefilah (prayer) service led by Larry 
Solomon, which was followed by many community building activities led by experiential 

continued on page 4

•	 Midrash	Mini-Course	with	Rabbi	Steve:	
may 1 and 15 (more on page 8)

•	 Lunch	and	Learn:	Miracles	and	More	
with	Bill	Marcus.	may 3 & 31 (page 8)

•	 Lovers,	Families,	Teachers,	and	Friends:	
Relationship	as	a	Path	to	Awaken	the	Soul	
with	guest	scholar	Rabbi	Elliot	Ginsberg,	
Sun. may 4 (more on page 14)

•	 Finding	the	Divine	in	the	Face	of	the	

Other,	with	Mark	and	Adina	Davidson, 
May 14, 21, 28 and June 11 (page 9)

•	 Lunch	and	Learn:	Reducing	gun	violence	
with	Donna	Weinberger	(more on page 8)

•	 Hesed	Committee	Hands-On	Training	
session, Sun., may 18, (more on page 9)

•	 June	1:	Annual	meeting	in	the	Ratner	
Chapel,	voting on board nominations 
(nomination slate and details on page 10)

maRk youR CaleNDaR foR may: miNi-CouRses, meeTiNgs & moRe
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Office	Address:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

Rabbi:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

JuNe NeWsleTTeR DeaDliNe: ThuRsDay, may 15

Services	&	Programs:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Office	Administrator:
Kelli Birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

Education	Director:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

	VALuES	TEAMS,	COMMITTEES	and	THEIR	LEADERS

OFFICERS:

President Barb Truitt
Vice President Halle Barnett
Secretary molly Berger
Treasurer Pete Robertson

AT-LARGE	MEMBERS: 
Elise Hagesfeld
margaret Cohen 
Kirby Date
Julio Pelsmajer
Lynn Liebling

EX	OFFICIO	MEMBERS:

Past President Greg Selker
Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Dir. Robyn Novick

DiReCToRy

WELCOMInG	TEAM– Jean miller
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & Rachel Kay
• Security Corps – Open
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Benjamin Barnett & Brian miller
• marketing/PR – Deena Epstein & Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian miller

SPIRITuAL	TEAM – Bill Scher-marcus
• Religious Practices – Karal Stern
• Holidays – amy Hogg
• meditation – Nancy Rubel & Karly Whitaker
• music – Sue Pelleg & Bruce Jennings

LEARnInG	TEAM - Sue Kisch
• youth & Family Education – Lynn Liebling & Sue 
Pelleg
• adult Education – Sue Kisch & art Lieberman
• young Families/Tot Shabbat – Rachel Williams & 
Josh Chefitz
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – Ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open

InVOLVED	TEAM - Karly Whitaker
• Greater Cleveland Congregations – allen Binstock, 
Dick & Donna Weinberg

• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & mike 
armin
• Environmental Sustainability – miriam Geronimus

FISCAL	SuSTAInABILITY	TEAM – Barry 
Epstein
• Fundraising – margaret Cohen, Barry Epstein & 
Greg Selker
• mock Trial – Glenda Kupersmith
• Cemetery – mike armin

PARTICIPATORY	TEAM	– Leah Kamionkowski
• membership – Deb Schein & Leah Kamionkowski
• Greeters – anita Cohn
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office manager)
• High Holy Days – marcia Goldberg & Claudia 
Weissman
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Liz meachum
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah 
Kamionkowski

COMMITTEES	DIRECTLY	
ACCOunTABLE	TO	THE	BOARD
• Finance – Dick Epstein
• Ratner Liaison – mike Caputo
• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

Voting members of the board of trustees: officers, at-large members and the Values Teams leaders listed below.

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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fRom fReeDom To CommiTmeNT

We now find ourselves in the midst of the seven-week trek between the traditional pilgrimage 
festivals of Passover and Shavuot. 

Passover is now and has been for a long time a much more highly observed tradition than its holiday 
sibling at the other end of the season. One common explanation for this contrast in popularity is the high 
esteem in which the value of freedom is held in our society and the comparatively low level of esteem at 
which the value symbolized by Shavuot, the value of moral and religious boundaries and obligations, is 
placed.

 Not too long ago, during the first days of Passover, New york Times columnist David Brooks wrote an 
op-ed in which he argued this very point, referencing the many recent examples of flirtations with greater 
democracy and freedom in developing countries with long histories of despotic rule (http://www.nytimes.

com/2014/04/15/opinion/a-long-obedience.html). 
His implication seemed to be that the people in those 
societies, as well as we here in the U.S., have failed to 
understand the more complex and nuanced message of 
the entire liberation narrative, which is that Passover, 
and democracy more generally, is not intended to bring 
about radical libertarianism. Rather it is about the 
power of a community or a society to set for itself its 
own moral and spiritual expectations. 

It's quite easy to see the way in which the movement towards a more democratic society has been undercut 
in a country like Egypt; it's more difficult to remember that even here in the United States, the pursuit of 
democracy continues to be a work in progress. We are still trying to figure out the proper balance between 
individual liberty and the greater collective good. This can be seen in the current debates in the arena 
of gun control and national communications surveillance where arguments in favor of safety are pitted 
against arguments for individual rights to privacy and self-protection. 

This dynamic involving the integration of freedom and obligation is surely one that falls into the category 
of polarities. as such there can never be an absolute resolution found at either pole; only the ongoing effort 
to discern an appropriate and healthy point of balance for a particular moment in a particular community. 
may we all grow in our capacity to perceive such balance points and in our resolve to advocate for their 
adoption.

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar

Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to 
schedule a meeting.

it's difficult to remember 
that even here in the 
united states, the pursuit of 
democracy continues to be a 
work in progress

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/15/opinion/a-long-obedience.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/15/opinion/a-long-obedience.html
mailto:mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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robyn novIckhagiga haPPeNiNgs

educator Phil Biondo. There were Torah lessons, through the wisdom of a beanbag, communing 
with nature, a festive song session, as well as a mitzvah project (creating pillow cases for Camp 
Sunrise). It was a very full, fun and educational day! Special thanks to Traci	Elgart, Rabbi	
Steve	Segar, Jodi	Solomon, and Larry	Solomon for volunteering their time and leading our 
youth in such a meaningful and caring way.

Kol tuv,
Robyn

continued from page 1

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
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FroM our PresIDenT
Our community is very active in many different areas and activities. Our Hagiga program is unusual in 
the level of involvement of our members. The teachers are all volunteers and work as teams to engage our 
children and teenagers in activities and discussions that encourage them to explore Reconstructionist Judaism. 
The youth and Family Education (yFE) committee had a long term goal of having a Hebrew program and 
when, two years ago, we were presented to the opportunity to apply for a grant for a Hebrew program, we 
scrambled to meet the deadline and to create a new program, Nesiya, with the funds we received. Benjamin	
Barnett has been using philosophical inquiry to explore the Parsha with our fifth, sixth and seventh graders 
and Bill	Scher-Marcus has been leading an adult education group this spring using the same technique.

Our members have taken a very active role in Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC).	Sue	Pelleg was 
highly involved in the successful campaign for medicaid expansion and continues her leadership on the 
GCC Health Committee. Donna	Weinberger was a participant on a European trip, meeting with gun 
manufacturers as part of the "Do Not Stand Idly By" gun violence reduction campaign. Our members are also 
actively engaged in the GCC Education Committee’s activities on many different levels. The GCC assembly 
will meet on may 29 and all of our members are welcome to attend.

Our members continue to serve as leaders and as co-leaders for many of our religious services. This summer, 
Rabbi	Steve will be helping a small group of members learn some of the music that we appreciate so much 
at our services. a sub-committee of the Religious Practices Committee (RPC) has been working for several 
months on a program for developing service leaders to assist Rabbi Steve, to lead services when Rabbi Steve 
is not available and to lead the second Shabbat services. a dedicated group of musicians have been sharing 
Kabbalat Shabbat with the members who come to sing, to clap, and to eat together one Friday night each 
month.

In times of need, the Hesed committee is there, offering rides, meals, and support for those who need it. This 
community-wide support has made a difference for many of our members.

Amy	Hogg has been working with Robyn	novick to plan our special multi-generation celebrations. This 
year’s Purim spiel was written by Jonathan	Wilhelm and was a delight. The involvement of so many makes 
these celebrations fun and filled with community.

There is a communications group that works on the website, the update and the newsletter. They put in hours 
and produce professional products, keeping us all informed, and all that we need to do is open our email.

We have officers and board members who strive to create programs and policies that will improve our 
community. We have paid staff who are incredibly dedicated to their work and to the individuals who make 
up our community.

and then we have members who work on specific events such as the High Holy Days and the Shabbaton, 
making them special and events we all look forward to.

all of our members support the community by sponsoring a Kiddush (or two), by serving as greeters for our 
first and third Shabbat services, and by coming to our services and events.

Thank you all!

baRb TRuiTT
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They are now a part of us, as we remember them 

members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month

• Charlie Bound—grandfather of miriam Geronimus
• Lippman Geronimus—grandfather of miriam Geronimus
• Simon may—paternal great-grandfather of Chip may
• Paul Gellman—former member and friend of Karal Stern
• Helen Stern—mother of Karal Stern
• Diana Tonti—mother of mario Tonti
• Dudley Stuart Dinner (David)—husband of maureen Dinner
• ada a. Gwatkin—mother of Ralph Gwatkin
• Ida G. Dudwick—mother of Nancy Dudwick
• Lena (Lee) Warsh Baum—maternal grandmother of Heidi Gorovitz Robertson
• Helen Zipper—former member and mother of Lynn Liebling
• Rella Gilletz—grandmother of michal Scher-marcus
• Jean Roth (Sprinza Laya)—sister of muriel Chasin
• Earl Dresden—cousin of Phyllis maris
• Sylvia Oken—mother of Selma Gwatkin
• Sylvia Hack—mother of maureen Hack

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting the 
name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in either the 
secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please specify whether you're observing the secular or 
the Hebrew yahrzeit date. you can find a calendar converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

yahRzeiTs

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

Dick	and	Deena	Epstein in memory of Harold may
Ken	and	Barbara	Messinger-Rapport	in thanks to everyone who sent us a shalach manot this year
Happy	Wallach in memory of Harold may
Mario	and	Roberta	Tonti	in honor of Purim, to be used where most needed
Maureen	Hack in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her mother, Sylvia Hack
nancy	Dudwick in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her mother, Ida G. Dudwick
Karal	Stern	in memory of her mother, Helen Stern
Karal	Stern in appreciation of Rabbi Steve's support
Caryn	Markowitz	Groedel in honor of the birth of Lynn Leibling's grandson

CoNTRibuTioNs

mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/
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luNCh aND leaRN: PhilosoPhiCal iNquiRy seRies CoNTiNues
The Lunch and Learn Series, "From Pesach to Shavuot - miracles and more," continues to meet in april and 
may. Facilitated by Bill Scher-marcus, the series focuses on Yetziat Mitzrayim and Matan Torah (the Exodus 
and Revelation), utilizing the unique approach of Philosophical Inquiry with Parshat Hashavuah. Upcoming 
dates and topics: may 3 and may 17, the Book of Ruth.

luNCh aND leaRN: gCC's WoRk oN ReDuCiNg guN violeNCe

a Lunch and Learn session about  Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC)'s work on reducing gun 
violence with Kol HaLev member Donna Weinberger. Donna will  speak about her recent trip to Europe 
as part of a nationwide coalition working to reduce gun violence in the U.S. Learn more about the work 
GCC is doing in Cleveland around reducing gun violence, and find out how to get involved in this and 
other GCC campaigns.

miNDful JeWish PRaCTiCe: Take ouR suRvey
For more than a decade, our community has sponsored a Jewish meditation/spiritual practice group 
that has met monthly to sit together in meditation, to study texts that teach about Jewish approaches 
to meditation and mindfulness in general, and to support one another in being committed to a regular 
spiritual practice.  at this time, we would like to get a sense of how many Kol HaLev members see this 
activity as something valuable and would have some interest in participating in it.  If you are someone 
who is in this category, please copy the link below into your browser and fill out the survey by	May	14.  
www.surveymonkey.com/s/2HVH8MP

aDulT eD miNi-CouRse oN miDRash begiNs may 1 
Our next adult education series focuses on the meaning and function of midrash in Jewish tradition. 
midrash is a term that is often used loosely in the modern Jewish world, but it in fact has a very specific 
definition. In this three-session mini-course, we will learn a bit about the history and categories of 
midrashic literature and then try our hand at deciphering and interpreting several midrashim from some 
of the more well known Biblical stories. No knowledge of Hebrew is required. The series on midrash will 
meet Thurs. evenings, 7:30-9:00 p.m. on may 1, 15 and 29. See the calendar on page 17 for locations.. 

geT youR high holy Days PRayeR book oN sale

The High Holy Days are only a season away, and right now Mahzor Leyamim Nora'im, 
the Reconstructionist High Holy Days siddur (prayer book), is on sale at http://stores.
jewishreconbooks.org/sale-mahzor-leyamim-noraim/

Because we do own many copies of the Shabbat prayer book, you may be unaware that 
Kol	HaLev	does	not	own	enough	High	Holy	Days	prayer	books	for	everyone who attends 
Rosh Hashanah and yom Kippur services. We have only a limited number of High Holy Days prayer 
books, intended to be used by guests to these services. That is why we ask each Kol HaLev member or 
member family to purchase their own copies of the High Holy Days prayer book, currently on sale.  

CommiTTee NeWs & aNNouNCemeNTs

continued on page 9

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2HVH8MP
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We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Muriel	Chasin, Jayne	
Jones, Jean	Miller, Phyllis	Maris and Sharon	Shultz.

Todah rabah, thank you, to Jane	Arnoff	Logsdon, who was the monthly Coordinator in april.

Possible ReTuRN of a moNThly oR quaRTeRly healiNg seRviCe?

The Hesed Committee and the Religious Practices Committee are exploring the possibility of 
bringing back a monthly or quarterly Healing Service. For many years, under the leadership of 
Pauline Raymond, we offered a very moving and reflective service that focused on emotional, 
spiritual, physical healing. Is this something you would like us to bring back? are you interested in 
helping to co-create a service? Would a certain day/time be preferable? If you have any thoughts 
that would help us explore this, please contact Robin Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com), Karal 
Stern (karals@roadrunner.com) or Pauline Raymond (PaulineRaymond@roadrunner.com) for your ideas 
and/or interest in participating.

heseD TRaiNiNg sessioN oN may 18
The Hesed Committee will be holding a hands-on training session on Sun., may 18 from 3:00-4:30 p.m. at 
the Cleveland Heights main Library. The training is for both current monthly Coordinators and for people 
who are interested in being one in the future. We will walk attendees through the Lotsa Helping Hands 
website, our primary tool for staying connected and coordinating the tasks of the Hesed Committee. To RSVP 
or get more information, contact martha Schubert at schuberger@roadrunner.com or Robin Holzman at 
robinholzman@gmail.com. 

If you know of anyone who may need the support of our committee, please contact Rabbi Steve,  or 
Robin Holzman and martha Schubert, Hesed Co-chairs.

heseD

love, sPiRiTualiTy aND RelaTioNshiPs seRies 

Kol HaLev is co-sponsoring (with the JCC and Hamakom) a four-part class on the topic "Finding the Divine 
in the Face of the Other: Jewish and Jungian approaches to Spirituality, Love and Relationships."  Taught by 
Kol HaLev members (and Jewish education and mental health professionals) Mark	and	Adina	Davidson, 
the class meets from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on may 14, 21, 28 and June 11. Kol HaLev members pay a 
reduced fee of $40.  See the flyer on page 15 for more information.

laTe bReakiNg kvell -- ouR NeWesT membeR

Rabbi Steve writes: "I am delighted to announce that we send wishes of mazal tov to our Director of 
Education Robyn Novick and to the entire Novick-Oster family, andy, Eilan and ari, on the birth this 
morning of their son and baby brother respectively. mother and baby are both doing fine.  We look forward to 
welcoming and meeting this newest member of the Kol HaLev community in person very soon."

NeWs aND aNNouNCemeNTs, continued from page 8

mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:karals%40roadrunner.com?subject=
mailto:PaulineRaymond@roadrunner.com
mailto:schuberger%40roadrunner.com?subject=
mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
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Come To The kol halev aNNual meeTiNg oN JuNe 1
oR seND iN youR abseNTee voTe by ThuRs., may 29, 2014

The Kol HaLev annual meeting will be held from 2:30-4:30 p.m. on Sun., June 1 in the Ratner Chapel. 
The annual meeting typically includes: the approval of the minutes from last year's annual meeting; the 
President's report; the Treasurer's report; brief reports from Values Team Leaders; a vote on the slate of 
board members put together by the nominating committee; and the installation of the new board, with 
the recitation of the statement of commitment and blessing which is traditionally read aloud by the new 
board each year. 

If you're unable to attend the annual meeting, you may send in an absentee vote in favor of or against 
the Nominating Slate below.  Email your name and your vote ("I vote in favor of the Nominating Slate" 
or "I vote against the Nominating Slate")  to Kelli Birch in the Kol HaLev officel at kelli@kolhalev.net 
by Thursday, may 29, 2014.

Board	Position nominee	For	FY15 Length	of	Term
President Halle Barnett 1st year of 2-year term
Past President Barb Truitt 1st year of 2-year-term
1st Vice President Karly Whitaker 1st year of 2-year term
Secretary Karal Stern 1st year of 2-year term
Co-Treasurer  Bruce Fallick 1st year of 2-year term
Co-Treasurer Catherine Fallick 1st year of 2-year term
Values Team Leader—Welcoming1 † Lila Hanft 2nd year of 2-year term
Values Team Leader—Spiritual Bill Scher-marcus 1st year of 2nd 2-year term
Co-Values Team Leader—Learning Leah Kamionkowski 1st year of 2-year term
Co-Values Team Leader—Learning Glenda Kupersmith-Kopstein 1st year of 2-year term
Values Team Leader—Involved Karly Whitaker 1st year of 2nd 2-year term
Values Team Leader—Fiscal 
Sustainability

margaret Cohen 1st year of 2-year term

Values Team Leader— Participatory miriam Geronimus 1st year of 2-year term
member-at-Large Kareen Caputo 1st year of 2-year term
member-at-Large2 molly Berger 2nd year of 2-year term
member-at-Large Liz meachum 1st year of 2-year term
member-at-Large Barry Epstein 1st year of 2-year term

1Fulfilling the term begun by Jean miller
2Fulfilling the term begun by Julio Pelsmajer

Questions about the nomination process can be directed to Greg Selker and Sue Pelleg, co-chairs of 
the Nominating Committee.  Questions about the annual meeting can be directed to Greg or board 
president Barb Truitt.
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a miDDle gRouND
Today's liberal Jewish (i.e. non-Orthodox) community has in its midst large numbers of people who 
are not Jewish. This is largely but not exclusively because of intermarriage. Non-Jews are playing 
increasingly numerous and important roles in supporting Jewish family life as well as participating 
in and even taking on leadership roles within Jewish congregations and other organizations. They are 
in practice vital members of our community. yet they have no formal community status in a Jewish 
context, which recognizes only Jew and Gentile. We lack a provision for recognizing and dignifying 
their status within our community. This situation must be rectified.

Currently the only way for a non-Jew to receive formal recognition within the community is to 
achieve a full conversion to Judaism. many Gentiles, however, while supporting and valuing their 
relationships with Jews and roles within our community, choose not to pursue conversion for perfectly 
good and legitimate reasons.

modern Orthodox Rabbi Steve Greenberg (http://www.clal.org/ss43.html) and Reconstructionist 
Rabbi Geela Rayzel Raphael (http://www.shechinah.com/ger-toshav.html) present powerful arguments 
for establishing a formal status for Gentiles within the Jewish community that is mid-way between 
“stranger” and “convert.” They propose reestablishing—and to some extent reconstructing—an 
ancient status known as ger toshav, a “resident alien” within the Jewish community. Figures as 
disparate as Rabbi mordecai Kaplan, founder of Reconstructionism, and the last Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
menachem mendel Schneerson, have also advocated for ger toshav and related concepts, though for 
somewhat different reasons.

The concept of ger toshav was originally developed by the Rabbis of the Talmud. The central 
requirement of a ger toshav was to appear before a beit din (Jewish religious court) and accept the 
Noahide Laws, i.e. the seven laws of the Torah incumbent upon all of B’nei Noach (the children of 
Noah), which is to say, all of humankind. among these laws are prohibitions against idolatry, murder, 
theft and blasphemy. The ger toshav was accepted as a legal resident within the People and enjoyed 
certain protections under Jewish law. The formal practice of accepting gerei toshav ended when 
observance of the yovel (Jubilee year that occurred every 50 years) fell out of practice following the 
captivity of Jews in Babylon (which ended ca. 538 BCE).

at minimum, a modern ger toshav might be recognized as "bound" to the Jewish people through some 
kind of public welcoming ritual. This status might also confer certain rights and responsibilities. For 
example, participation in community leadership might be available to Jews and gerei toshav but not to 
other Gentiles. Certain roles within the synagogue service now reserved for Jews in some synagogues 
might be made available to gerei toshav. Likewise, they might be called upon to support the 
community in very tangible and visible ways (e.g. volunteerism). Some rabbis who decline to perform 
interfaith marriage ceremonies might be more inclined to do so if the non-Jewish partner has become 
a ger toshav . . . implying that the ger toshav process should include some basic Jewish education plus 
a strong commitment to supporting a Jewish home and children raised as Jews. alternatively, a newly 
created synagogue ceremony might be appropriate in conjunction with a civil wedding ceremony 
performed elsewhere. Ger toshav could also become one step of the conversion process, though 

DaviD CoNN
connections

continued on page

http://www.clal.org/ss43.html
http://www.shechinah.com/ger-toshav.html
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conversion would certainly not be mandatory for any ger toshav.

The preceding suggestions are not intended to be prescriptive, but rather to encourage a deeper 
exploration and community conversation about this topic.

Recognizing, validating and dignifying the connections of non-Jews to the Jewish community can 
only strengthen interfaith families. In turn, the Jewish community will be further strengthened 
through the commitment and participation of its non-Jewish members, whose place within the 
community will finally be recognized formally.

Given the high intermarriage rate, demographic challenges to the Jewish community and, on the 
other hand, prodigious love and support for our community from the non-Jews among us, advancing 
this conversation would be very timely. I suggest that the Reconstructionist movement—and Kol 
HaLev in particular given its prominence within the movement and very significant number of non-
Jewish partners and family members—is uniquely positioned to lead the way on this topic.

continued from page x

The may book group meeting will be Thursday, may 22, at the home of anita Cohn.  We will discuss 
Away: A Novel by amy Bloom. (247 pages, a Kindle version exists) 

a brief book description from amazon: Life is no party for Lillian Leyb, the 22-year-old Jewish 
immigrant protagonist of Bloom's outstanding fifth novel: her husband and 
parents were killed in a Russian pogrom, and the same violent episode separated 
her from her three-year-old daughter, Sophie. arriving in New york in 1924, 
Lillian dreams of Sophie, and after five weeks in america, barely speaking 
English, she outmaneuvers a line of applicants for a seamstress job at the 
Goldfadn yiddish Theatre, where she becomes the mistress of both handsome 
lead actor meyer Burstein and his very connected father, Reuben. Her only friend 
in New york, tailor/actor/playwright yaakov Shimmelman, gives her a thesaurus 
and coaches her on american culture. In a last, loving, gesture, yaakov secures 
Lillian passage out of New york to begin her quest to find Sophie. The journey—
through Chicago by train, into Seattle's african-american underworld and 
across the alaskan wilderness—elevates Bloom's novel from familiar immigrant 
chronicle to sweeping saga of endurance and rebirth. Encompassing prison, 
prostitution and poetry, yiddish humor and yukon settings, Bloom's tale offers linguistic twists, 
startling imagery, sharp wit and a compelling vision of the past. Bloom has created an extraordinary 
range of characters, settings and emotions. absolutely stunning. 
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. all rights reserved.

The book for June will be Jews and Words by amos Oz and Fania Oz-Salzberger.

all KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web 
page (http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to 
be added to the group’s email list. 

  hug haseFer: book DIscussIon 

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
mailto:KJW%40oberlin.net?subject=
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at GCC’s april Strategy Team meeting, several important actions were discussed. First will be an event 
by the Education	Team on may 15 designed to bring together parents, students, teachers, administrators, 
and community members to discuss what they want to see in Cleveland schools, and to present their vision 
to Eric Gordon, the CEO of Cleveland metropolitan Schools. Eric Gordon will also respond to 2-3 items 
presented by parent-, teacher- and principal-led teams organized at specific schools around concrete goals.

The second action, united	Power	Builds	a	Greater	Cleveland, will be held on may 29. This will be a 
1000-person assembly on two issues vital for a Greater Cleveland:

•	 End Cuyahoga County’s practice of overcharging youth and adults accused of low-offense crimes.
•	 Call on local officials to join a national campaign to create a demand for safer guns, and create a 

taskforce to focus on disrupting the illegal gun trade in Cleveland.

The action will put pressure on Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Tim mcGinty to address these issues. 
Currently, Cuyahoga County has 10% of Ohio's population, but 20% of the state prison population. 
Furthermore, one in five inmates are low-level offenders, meaning they have no indictment or conviction 
for a violent offense. Examples include: drug use (not selling), forgery, writing bad checks, safe cracking, 
and unauthorized use of property. Even after serving 
their time, their felony convictions impact their ability 
to access employment, federal aid for education, and 
housing. (No one asks what kind of felony conviction 
you have, or why you got it…) Reducing the number 
of low-level felony convictions is good for people, 
good for Ohio, and good for our budget—Ohio 
spends $27 million a year imprisoning these low-level 
offenders.

Safer gun technology not only exists, but is already in 
use in Europe, where a number of gun manufacturers 
are headquartered. GCC is part of a nationwide 
campaign to generate demand for this technology in 
the U.S., preventing needless deaths. We're urging 
Cleveland to join with other cities to insist that this 
safety technology be made standard. We also know that 
there is an illegal gun market in Cleveland, and we will pressure officials to actively work to disrupt it.

The Healthcare	team is exploring issues around mental health, and looking for potential links between 
mental health and gun violence. To get involved with this team or learn more about what they're working 
on, please contact Sue	Pelleg.

To learn more about GCC or to find out how to get involved, contact any of Kol HaLev’s core team 
members: Allen	Binstock,	Donna	Weinberger,	Dick	Weinberger,	Karly	Whitaker,	Peggy	Kittila,	Lynn	
Liebling,	Mimi	Plevin-Foust,	Rabbi	Steve,	Sue	Pelleg.

Please to join the kol halev gCC 
Committee at this important action!

WhaT: united Power builds a 
greater Cleveland
WheN: may 29 at 6:45 p.m.
WheRe: olivet institutional 
baptist Church, 8712 quincy ave., 
Cleveland, oh

RsvP to miriam geronimus 
(mgeronimus@gmail.com) by may 21.

mailto:mgeronimus%40gmail.com?subject=
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This day of learning will explore texts about intimacy and soul 
connection in relationship as a path to the Divine, as well as reflective/
meditative exercises regarding the nature of the relationships in our 
lives. The full day program will be divided into two workshops. Register 
for the morning or afternoon workshop only, or the full day retreat.

WHEN: Sunday, May 4

TIME: Full Day: 10 am-5 pm, Morning: 10 am-noon, Afternoon: 1-5 pm

FEE: FREE/Mandel JCC members and members of supporting   
     synagogues & organizations
     $45/Full Day, $20/Morning only, $35 Afternoon only/Community
     $8/Subway box lunch

For more info, contact Nancy Zimmerman at (216) 831-0700 ext. 1314 
or nzimmerman@mandeljcc.org. To register, visit jewishlife@mandeljcc.org 

or call (216) 831-0700 ext. 1340.

HaMakom and Community Partners at The J present

LOVERS, FAMILIES, TEACHERS 
& FRIENDS: 

Relationships as a Path 
to Awaken the Soul
With Guest Scholar 

Rabbi Elliot Ginsburg
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This class will explore the deep human patterns of love and 
how they help us find both union and separation from the ones 
we love the most. We will discuss how these patterns play out 
in our own lives, where they are serving our connection to the 
Divine and where they may be interfering.

WHEN: Wednesday, May 14, 21, 28, June 11

TIME: 7-8:30 pm

FEE: $40/Mandel JCC members and members of supporting
     synagogues & organizations, $60/Community

For more info, contact Nancy Zimmerman at (216) 831-0700 ext. 1314 
or nzimmerman@mandeljcc.org. To register, visit jewishlife@mandeljcc.org 

or call (216) 831-0700 ext. 1340.

HaMakom and Community Partners 
at The J present

FINDING THE DIVINE 
IN THE FACE 

OF THE OTHER: 
Jewish & Jungian Approaches to 
Spirituality, Love & Relationships

With Adina Davison, PhD 
and Mark Davidson
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With great pleasure we celebrate the accomplishments of our  
graduating high school seniors and send blessings as they  

continue on their journey.  Please join us for the  
 

Senior Siyyum Service 
Saturday, May 17, 2014/17 Iyar 5774 

Parshat Bechukotai 
 

Julian Caputo 
Steven Friedman-Romell 

Ravi Lesser 
Eli Sugerman 

Please join us in honoring our Madrichim 
at the Madrichim Appreciation Service 

May 17, 2014/17 Iyar 5774 

Zorim (K– grade2) 
Traci Elgart 

Julio Pelsmajer 
Nancy Rubel 
Renee Siegel 

Bonim (grades 3-5) 
Benjamin Barnett 
Elise Hagesfeld 

Bill Scher-Marcus 
Jonathan Wilhelm 

Magshimim (grades 6-8) 
Daniel Baxter 

Kareen Caputo 
Maxine Collin 

Steven Kanner 

Tot Shabbat  
Josh Chefitz  

Rachel Williams 

Chalutzim (High School)  
Miriam Geronimus 

Mordy Pelleg 
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 CaleNDaR
Thurs., May 1 7:30-9:00 p.m. Midrash Mini-Course at the home of Sue and Eric Kisch.

Adult Education session on the meaning and function of midrash in Jewish 
tradition. For more information, see page 9

Fri., May 2 6:00-8:00 p.m. Community Shabbat Dinner in members' homes. Contact Deb Schein or 
Leah Kamionkowski for more information

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service, in the Ratner Chapel, preceded by Torah discussion at 
9:30 a.m. in the Ratner Library; Emor;  discussion and service leader: Rabbi 
Steve. Kiddush sponsors: Kevin Rahilly and Margaret Cohen, and Peter 
Imrey

     9:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parsha for 5-7 grade Hagiga students; light 
breakfast will be provided. Please be prompt

10:30 a.m. Hagiga
10:45-11:15 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in preschool and 

under in rooms 113 & 114. Program is about half an hour, with baby-sitting 
available before and after, also in rooms 113 & 114.

1:00-2:30 p.m. Lunch and Learn - Miracles and More - the Book of Ruth. Program 
facilitated by Bill Scher-Marcus will focus on Yetziat Mitzrayim and Matan 
Torah (the Exodus and Revelation). For more information, see page 9

10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya - Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya - Gimmel at the Ratner School
10:00-5:00 p.m. Lovers, Families, Teachers, and Friends: Relationship as a Path to Awaken 

the Soul with guest scholar Rabbi Elliot Ginsberg - Hamakom Event co-
sponsored by Kol HaLev. Free to Kol HaLev members. More info on page 14

2:00-4:00 No'ar Hadash trip to the Cleveland Museum of Art.  For more information 
contact Zach at zpekarsk@oberlin.net or 608-772-3603

Postponed
 Dessert Extravaganza: Negotiating Multiple Cultures in an Extended 
Family has been postponed. Watch for the new date in future Updates

7:30-9:00 p.m. Crafting Group - at the home of Miriam Geronimus and Peggy Kittila.
Wed., May 7 7:30 p.m. GCC Core Team Meeting. For more info contact Allen Binstock.
Fri., May 9 6:00-8:00 p.m. Community Shabbat Dinner in members' homes. Contact Deb Schein or 

Leah Kamionkowski for more information.
10:30 a.m. Member-led Shabbat Service, in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Acharei; 

service and discussion leader: Larry Solomon. Kiddush sponsor: Maureen 
Dinner

3:30-5:00 p.m. Torah Study at the home of Selma and Ralph Gwatkin. Discussion of Pirke 
Avot led by Art Biagianti.

6:30-8:30 p.m. No'ar Hadash Dinner Potluck at the home of the Millers. This last potluck 
of the year will be a dinner potluck, rather than a dessert potluck.  Teens 
are encouraged to bring dishes connected to their family history. Please 
RSVP to Zach at zpekarsk@oberlin.net or 608-772-3603 and let us know 
what dish you'll be bringing 

Sun., May 11

Sat., May 10

No Nesiya - Mother's Day

Mon., May 5 Yom Ha'Atzmaut

Sat., May 3

Sun., May 4
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 CaleNDaR
Sat., May 12 7:30-9:30 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Lynn Liebling. Check the weekly update for 

the agenda. All Kol HaLev members welcome.
Tues., May 13 8:30-9:30 a.m. Schmooze with the Rabbi  at the Stone Oven on Chagrin.

7:00-8:30 p.m.
Finding the Divine in the Face of the Other: Jewish and Jungian 
Approaches to Love, Spirituality and Relationship.  Facilitated by Kol HaLev 
members Adina Davidson, Ph.D., and Mark Davidson. Kol HaLev members 
receive a reduced rate for the class.  More info on page 9 and page 15

7:30-9:00 p.m. Midrash Mini-Course at the home of Anne Adamson.  Second of three 
session. More information on page 9

7:00 p.m. GCC Education Team Event: Listen, Act, Win at the Marion-Sterling School. 
For GCC members who are committed to creating quality education for all. 
More information on page 13

10:30 a.m. Senior Siyyum and Madrichim Appreciation Shabbat Service, in the Ratner 
Chapel, preceded by Torah discussion at 9:30 a.m. in the Ratner Library; 
Bechukotai;  discussion leader: Leah Kamionkowski service leaders: Leah 
Kamionkowski and Rabbi Steve. Kiddush sponsors: Selma and Ralph 
Gwatkin, Sue and Mordy Pelleg

9:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parsha for 5-7 grade Hagiga students; light 
breakfast will be provided. Please be prompt

10:00-10:30 a.m. Intergenerational Learner's Shabbat Service. Participants will discuss the 
overall structure of the service, delving into some of the specific language 
and ideas in selected prayer texts. For adult Kol HaLev members and 
younger members who are at least in third grade 

10:30 a.m. Hagiga 
10:45-11:15 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in preschool and 

under in rooms 113 & 114. Program is about half an hour, with baby-sitting 
available before and after, also in rooms 113 & 114

1:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch and Learn: Greater Cleveland Congregations' work on reducing gun 
violence. Kol HaLev member Donna Weinberger  will speak about her 
recent trip to Europe as part of a nationwide coalition to reduce gun 
violence in the U.S. More information on page 8

7:00-9:00 p.m. Lag B'Omer - details TBA. Kiddush sponsor: Rob Pliskin
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya - Family Siyyum at the Ratner school 
3:00-4:30 p.m. Hesed Training Session at the Cleveland Heights Main Library. This will be a 

hands-on training session for current Monthly Coordinators or for people 
who are interested in being one in the future. More information on page 9

Mon., May 19 7:30-9:00 p.m. Leadership Taskforce Meeting

Wed., May 14

Deadline for Mindful Jewish Practice online survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/2HVH8MP.  
More information on page 8.

Thurs., May 15

Sat., May 17

Sun., May 18

Deadline for the June issue of Kol HaLev Happenings
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 CaleNDaR

  

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. For the most 
current information, check Kol HaLev’s website calendar and the Thursday Weekly Update email. 

Wed., May 21 7:00-8:30 p.m. Finding the Divine in the Face of the Other: Jewish and Jungian 
Approaches to Love, Spirituality and Relationship. Part 2 of 4.  See listing 
on May 14

Thurs., May 22 7:30-9:00 p.m. Book Club Meeting at the home of Sam and Anna Kelman. Discussing 
Away: A Novel  by Amy Bloom.  More information on page 12

Sat., May 24 10:30-12:30 p.m. Shabbat in the Park Potluck at the North Chagrin Reservation River Grove 
Picnic Area Oak Shelter. Parsha: Birkat Hachodesh;  service leader: Rabbi 
Steve; kiddush sponsors: Maxine Collin in memory of her parents' 
anniversary, and Mike and Elise Hagesfeld.
A-H - Appetizer or Salad; J-P - Dessert or Drink; Q-Z - Main Dish

7:00-8:30 p.m. Mindful Jewish Practice, at the office of Nancy Rubel. This session will 
incorporate the counting of the Omer as the intention for the meditation.  
RSVP to Karly Whitaker for more information

7:00-8:30 p.m. Finding the Divine in the Face of the Other: Jewish and Jungian 
Approaches to Love, Spirituality and Relationship. Part 3 of 4. See listing 
on May 14

6:45 p.m.
GCC Event: United Power Builds a Greater Cleveland at Olivet Institutional 
Baptist Church, 8712 Quincy Ave, Cleveland, OH. Join us at this 1000-person 
assembly to put political pressure on Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Tim 
McGinty regarding two issues vital for a Greater Cleveland -- ending 
Cuyahoga County's practice of overcharging youth and adults accused of 
low-offense crimes, and calling on local officials to create a demand for safe 
guns. This is a very important GCC action -- please RSVP to Miriam 
Geronimus by May 21st. More information on page 13

Fri., May 30 6:00-8:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck. Please bring a NUT-FREE vegetarian/diary or 
parve which serves 8-10.  We encourage members to bring their own 
reusable plates, cups, utensils and napkins. Kiddush sponsor: Mike Armin. 
Assignments:
A-H - Dessert or Drink; I-P - Main Dish; Q-Z - Appetizer or Salad

10:30 a.m. Experiential Shabbat Service, in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Nasso;  Service 
leaders: Rabbi Shawn Zevit and Rabbi Steve; kiddush sponsor: Lou and Julie 
Handler

1:00-2:30 p.m. Lunch and Learn - Miracles and More - the Book of Ruth. See listing on 
May 3. This is the final session

Sun., Jun. 1 2:30-4:30 p.m. Annual Meeting in the Ratner Chapel

Sat., May 31

Thurs., May 29 Absentee ballot vote due via email to the KHL office.  See page 10 for full info

Wed., May 28

http://kolhalev.net/membership_list
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kol halev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian, 

participatory spiritual community.
visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

2245 Warrensville Center Rd., #215
university heights, oh 44118
216-320-1498

abouT This NeWsleTTeR
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in adobe Reader or printed 
out on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.


